88 Natural Language Processing (NLP) Interview
Questions and Answers to Hire the Best Talent

Questions

1. What is Natural Language Processing (NLP), and why is it important?
2. Can you explain the difference between NLP and text mining?

3. What are some common challenges faced in NLP?

4. How does sentiment analysis work in NLP?

5. What are stop words, and why are they removed in text processing?
6. Can you explain the concept of tokenization in NLP?

7. What is a Bag-of-Words model, and how is it used in NLP?

8. What is named entity recognition (NER), and why is it important?

9. How do you evaluate the performance of an NLP model?

10. Can you explain the difference between supervised and unsupervised learning in the
context of NLP?

11. Explain the concept of word embeddings and their importance in NLP.
12. How would you handle out-of-vocabulary words in a language model?
13. Describe the process of text normalization and why it's important in NLP pipelines.

14. What is the difference between stemming and lemmatization? When would you use one
over the other?

15. Explain the concept of n-grams and how they are used in language modeling.
16. How would you approach building a simple chatbot using NLP techniques?

17. What is the purpose of part-of-speech tagging in NLP, and how is it typically
implemented?

18. Describe the concept of attention mechanism in neural networks for NLP tasks.
19. How would you handle multilingual text processing in an NLP project?
20. Explain the concept of transfer learning in the context of NLP models.

21. What are some common preprocessing steps for text data before feeding it into an NLP
model?

22. How would you approach the problem of text summarization using NLP techniques?

23. Explain the concept of perplexity in language models and how it's used to evaluate
them.

24. What is the difference between recurrent neural networks (RNNs) and transformers in
NLP applications?

25. How would you handle imbalanced datasets in text classification tasks?
26. Describe the concept of topic modeling and its applications in NLP.

27. What are some techniques for handling long-range dependencies in sequential data for
NLP tasks?

28. How would you approach the task of question answering using NLP methods?

29. Explain the concept of beam search in the context of machine translation or text
generation.

30. What are some ethical considerations to keep in mind when developing NLP
applications?

31. Can you explain the concept of word sense disambiguation (WSD) and its significance
in NLP?

32. How do you handle noisy text data in NLP projects?

33. What are some approaches to handling sarcasm and irony in sentiment analysis?
34. How do you ensure that your NLP model is not biased?

35. What are some common techniques for text classification in NLP?

36. Can you describe the importance of context in NLP and how it can be captured in
models?

37. How do you approach evaluating the performance of an NLP model?

38. What strategies do you use for feature extraction in text data?

39. How would you handle missing data in an NLP dataset?

40. What are some challenges and solutions for processing large-scale text data?
41. Can you describe the concept of sequence-to-sequence models in NLP?

42. What is the TF-IDF (Term Frequency-Inverse Document Frequency) technique, and how
is it used in NLP?

43. Explain the difference between a unigram, bigram, and trigram model.
44. How does the concept of cosine similarity apply to text processing?
45. What is the role of a tokenizer in an NLP pipeline?

46. Explain the process of converting text data into numerical data suitable for machine
learning models.

47. What are word vectors, and how are they used in NLP tasks?

48. Can you describe the difference between a generative and a discriminative model in the
context of NLP?

49. What is the importance of context in word embeddings?
50. Explain the concept of word sense disambiguation and its significance in NLP.
51. What is the role of a language model in NLP?

52. How does a convolutional neural network (CNN) differ from a recurrent neural network
(RNN) in text processing?

53. What is the significance of the softmax function in NLP models?

54. Can you describe what latent semantic analysis (LSA) is and its applications in NLP?
55. How do attention mechanisms enhance the performance of NLP models?

56. Can you explain how a support vector machine (SVM) is used in text classification?

57. Describe how you would implement a neural network for text classification.

58. What are the advantages and disadvantages of using a decision tree for NLP tasks?
59. How does the concept of overfitting apply to NLP models, and how can you prevent it?
60. Explain how k-means clustering can be used for document clustering.

61. What role does feature engineering play in NLP, and what are some common
techniques you use?

62. Describe how you would use a random forest model for a text classification problem.
63. What are the benefits of using ensemble methods in NLP tasks?
64. How would you implement word embeddings using neural networks?

65. Discuss how you would use a convolutional neural network (CNN) for sentiment
analysis.

66. Explain how you would use a recurrent neural network (RNN) for sequence prediction
tasks in NLP.

67. What are the key differences between bagging and boosting in the context of NLP
models?

68. How can gradient boosting be applied to improve the performance of an NLP model?

69. Describe the process of fine-tuning a pre-trained language model for a specific NLP
task.

70. What are the key considerations when selecting a machine learning algorithm for an
NLP project?

71. What is the difference between semantics and syntax in NLP?
72. Can you explain the concept of word embeddings?

73. What is the role of text preprocessing in NLP?

74. How does a naive Bayes classifier work in text classification?

75. What is the significance of the TF-IDF (Term Frequency-Inverse Document Frequency)
technique in NLP?

76. Describe the process of text segmentation in NLP.

77. What is lexical analysis, and why is it important in NLP?

78. Can you explain the concept of syntactic parsing?

79. What is sentiment analysis, and how is it used in NLP?

80. How would you approach building a text classification model for spam detection?

81. Explain the concept of word sense disambiguation and its importance in NLP
applications.

82. How would you handle out-of-vocabulary words when implementing a language
model?

83. Describe the concept of attention mechanism in neural networks for NLP tasks.



