
82 IBM DB2 Interview Questions to Ask Your Candidates

Questions

�. What is IBM DB2, and how does it differ from other database management systems?

�. Can you explain the different types of DB2 databases?

�. What is the role of a buffer pool in DB2, and why is it important?

�. How do you create a new table in DB2? What are the key considerations?

�. What is normalization, and why is it important in database design?

�. How can you optimize a DB2 database for better performance?

�. What are the different types of joins in DB2, and when would you use each?

�. Can you describe what a stored procedure is and its advantages in DB2?

�. What is the significance of indexing, and how does it improve query performance?

��. How do you handle transactions in DB2? What is the purpose of the COMMIT and
ROLLBACK commands?

��. What tools do you use for monitoring the performance of a DB2 database?

��. Can you discuss the differences between static and dynamic SQL in DB2?

��. What is a data page in DB2, and how does it relate to data storage?

��. How do you implement security measures in a DB2 database?

��. What is the purpose of the DB2 control file, and what information does it contain?

��. Can you explain the concept of tablespaces in DB2 and why they are important?

��. What is the purpose of the DB2 catalog, and how would you use it?

��. How would you go about diagnosing a slow-running query in DB2?

��. What is the difference between a primary key and a unique key in DB2?

��. How would you implement a backup strategy for a critical DB2 database?

��. What is the purpose of RUNSTATS in DB2, and when would you use it?

��. Can you explain the concept of isolation levels in DB2 and their impact on transaction
processing?

��. How would you approach capacity planning for a growing DB2 database?

��. Can you explain the concept of a DB2 instance and how it differs from a database?

��. Describe the steps involved in migrating data from one DB2 database to another.

��. How do you use the DB2 command line processor (CLP) and what are its key benefits?

��. Explain the process of configuring and managing DB2 log files.

��. What are DB2 partitions and how do they improve database performance?

��. Discuss the significance of the DB2 optimizer and how you can influence its behavior.

��. What methods do you use to perform database maintenance tasks in DB2?

��. How do you handle deadlock situations in a DB2 environment?

��. Describe the process of setting up and using DB2 replication.

��. What are the common performance issues you have encountered in DB2, and how did
you resolve them?

��. How do you implement encryption in DB2 to secure sensitive data?

��. Can you explain the difference between DB2 LUW and DB2 for z/OS?

��. How do you approach tuning memory allocation in a DB2 database?

��. Describe a scenario where you had to troubleshoot a complex issue in DB2 and how
you resolved it.

��. What are some best practices for writing efficient SQL queries in DB2?

��. Can you explain the concept of data partitioning in DB2 and its benefits?

��. What are the key considerations when designing a high-availability DB2 setup?

��. How do you approach performance tuning in a DB2 environment?

��. What strategies do you use for effective data migration in DB2?

��. Can you explain how DB2 handles concurrency and what mechanisms it uses to ensure
data consistency?

��. What are the best practices for implementing database security in DB2?

��. How do you manage database growth and capacity planning in a DB2 environment?

��. What is the significance of the DB2 optimizer and how can you influence its behavior?

��. How do you ensure data integrity during ETL (Extract, Transform, Load) processes in
DB2?

��. Can you describe a scenario where you had to troubleshoot a performance issue in DB2
and how you resolved it?

��. How would you identify and resolve a query that's causing excessive I/O operations in
DB2?

��. Explain the concept of query rewrite in DB2 and how it can improve performance.

��. What steps would you take to optimize the performance of a frequently executed stored
procedure?

��. How does DB2's automatic statistics collection work, and when might you need to
manually update statistics?

��. Describe the process of using DB2 Explain to analyze and improve query performance.

��. What are the key considerations when designing and implementing efficient indexes in
DB2?

��. How would you approach tuning sort operations in DB2 to improve overall system
performance?

��. Explain the concept of prefetching in DB2 and how it impacts query performance.

��. What strategies would you employ to optimize DB2 performance in a data warehousing
environment?

��. How do you use DB2's workload manager to balance resources and improve overall
system performance?

��. Describe the process of identifying and resolving lock contention issues in DB2.

��. What tools and techniques do you use to monitor and analyze DB2 query performance
in real-time?

��. How do you manage tablespaces in DB2 to ensure optimal data storage?

��. What methods do you use to retrieve large data sets efficiently in DB2?

��. Can you explain how DB2 handles data compression and its benefits?

��. How would you approach partitioning a large table in DB2 for improved performance?

��. What is the significance of clustering indexes in DB2, and how do they affect data
retrieval?

��. How do you ensure data integrity and consistency during concurrent data access in
DB2?

��. What techniques do you use to prevent and resolve data fragmentation in DB2?

��. How do you implement and manage DB2's multi-temperature data management?

��. Can you explain the impact of page size on DB2 performance and how to choose the
right page size?

��. How do you leverage DB2's caching mechanisms to optimize data retrieval speeds?

��. What are the key considerations for selecting the appropriate storage model in DB2 for
a new project?

��. How do you handle and optimize large object (LOB) data types in DB2 for both storage
and retrieval?

��. Describe a challenging database recovery scenario you have faced in DB2 and how you
resolved it.

��. How would you handle a situation where a critical DB2 database is experiencing
frequent deadlocks?

��. Can you provide an example of a time when you had to optimize a poorly performing
query in DB2?

��. How do you approach the task of migrating large volumes of data between DB2
databases with minimal downtime?

��. Explain how you would troubleshoot and resolve a situation where a DB2 database is
running out of storage space.

��. Describe a time when you had to implement a complex security measure in DB2 to
protect sensitive data.

��. How would you manage a situation where a DB2 database experiences unexpected
performance degradation?

��. Can you discuss a scenario where you needed to configure high availability for a DB2
database? What steps did you take?

��. Describe how you would handle a request to audit all user activities in a DB2
environment.


