
81 PowerCenter interview questions to ask developers
(with answers)

Questions

�. Can you explain the primary function of PowerCenter in data integration?

�. What are the key components of PowerCenter? Describe their roles.

�. How would you handle a scenario where a data mapping process fails in PowerCenter?

�. How do you ensure data quality and accuracy in PowerCenter?

�. Describe a time when you optimized a PowerCenter workflow for better performance.

�. What is the use of session and workflow logs in PowerCenter?

�. How important is it to have knowledge of SQL when working with PowerCenter?

�. Can you explain how version control is managed in PowerCenter?

�. Can you explain what a source qualifier is in PowerCenter?

��. How do you create a simple mapping in PowerCenter?

��. What is the difference between a connected and unconnected lookup?

��. Explain the purpose of a filter transformation in PowerCenter.

��. How would you join data from two different sources in PowerCenter?

��. What is the role of a router transformation?

��. Can you describe the process of creating a reusable transformation?

��. How do you handle null values in PowerCenter?

��. What is the difference between a passive and active transformation?

��. How would you use an expression transformation in a mapping?

��. Can you explain what a session parameter is and how to use it?

��. What is the purpose of a sequence generator in PowerCenter?

��. How do you schedule a workflow in PowerCenter?

��. Can you describe the difference between full and incremental loads?

��. What is a slowly changing dimension and how would you implement it?

��. How do you handle error rows in a PowerCenter session?

��. Can you explain the concept of pushdown optimization?

��. What is the purpose of a normalizer transformation?

��. How would you use a rank transformation in a mapping?

��. Can you describe how to create a parameterized mapping?

��. How would you approach performance tuning in a PowerCenter workflow?

��. Can you explain the difference between a static cache and a dynamic cache in
PowerCenter?

��. How would you handle complex data transformations that can't be easily accomplished
using standard PowerCenter transformations?

��. Explain the concept of a mapping parameter and how you would use it in a
PowerCenter mapping.

��. How would you implement a Type 2 slowly changing dimension in PowerCenter?

��. Describe a situation where you would use a master workflow in PowerCenter.

��. How would you handle data quality issues discovered during the ETL process in
PowerCenter?

��. Explain the concept of task groups in PowerCenter and when you would use them.

��. How would you approach migrating PowerCenter mappings and workflows between
environments?

��. Describe how you would implement incremental loading in PowerCenter for a large fact
table.

��. How do you approach implementing error handling and recovery in PowerCenter
workflows?

��. Can you explain the difference between session properties and workflow properties in
PowerCenter?

��. What strategies do you use to optimize source and target connections in PowerCenter?

��. Describe a scenario where you had to troubleshoot a performance issue in a
PowerCenter mapping. What steps did you take?

��. How would you manage and monitor long-running workflows in PowerCenter?

��. Can you explain how to use the debugger in PowerCenter to troubleshoot mappings?

��. What is the role of a metadata repository in PowerCenter, and how do you utilize it?

��. How do you handle data lineage and impact analysis in PowerCenter projects?

��. Can you describe how to implement a custom transformation in PowerCenter?

��. What techniques do you use for securing sensitive data in PowerCenter?

��. How would you implement data archival strategies in a PowerCenter environment?

��. Can you explain the importance of performance benchmarks when working with
PowerCenter?

��. What considerations do you take into account when designing a scalable PowerCenter
architecture?

��. How do you maintain documentation for mappings and workflows in PowerCenter?

��. Can you describe the process for integrating PowerCenter with other ETL tools or
platforms?

��. How would you approach testing and validation of data during an ETL process in
PowerCenter?

��. Can you discuss the use of dynamic vs. static routing in PowerCenter workflows?

��. What are the best practices for versioning and deploying PowerCenter objects?

��. How do you ensure compliance with data governance standards in PowerCenter
projects?

��. How would you approach designing a complex ETL workflow in PowerCenter?

��. Can you explain the concept of pushdown optimization in PowerCenter and when you
would use it?

��. How would you implement a Type 2 slowly changing dimension in PowerCenter?

��. Describe a scenario where you would use a master workflow in PowerCenter.

��. How do you approach implementing error handling and recovery in PowerCenter
workflows?

��. How would you optimize source and target connections in PowerCenter for better
performance?

��. Explain how you would use the debugger in PowerCenter to troubleshoot mappings.

��. How do you handle data lineage and impact analysis in PowerCenter projects?

��. What considerations do you take into account when designing a scalable PowerCenter
architecture?

��. How would you design a workflow to handle dependencies between multiple mappings
in PowerCenter?

��. Can you explain the difference between concurrent and sequential task execution in
PowerCenter workflows?

��. How would you implement a restart capability for a failed workflow in PowerCenter?

��. Describe how you would use worklets in a PowerCenter workflow and their advantages.

��. How do you approach performance tuning for a complex PowerCenter workflow?

��. Explain how you would implement dynamic partitioning in a PowerCenter workflow.

��. How would you implement a notification system for critical events in a PowerCenter
workflow?

��. Describe how you would implement a data validation workflow in PowerCenter to
ensure data quality.

��. How would you design a PowerCenter workflow to handle large volumes of data with
strict processing time constraints?

��. Describe a scenario where you had to implement real-time data integration using
PowerCenter. How did you approach it?

��. How would you approach migrating a complex ETL process from a legacy system to
PowerCenter?

��. Can you explain how you would implement data masking for sensitive information in
PowerCenter?


