
68 MariaDB interview questions to ask your applicants

Questions

1. Can you explain the main differences between MariaDB and MySQL?

2. How would you optimize a slow query in MariaDB?

3. What are the key features of MariaDB that enhance performance and scalability?

4. Can you describe how replication works in MariaDB?

5. How do you manage user permissions and security in MariaDB?

6. What are stored procedures, and how do you create one in MariaDB?

7. How would you handle database migrations from MySQL to MariaDB?

8. Can you explain the role of the Aria storage engine in MariaDB?

9. How do you perform backups and restores in MariaDB?

10. What are some common indexing strategies you would employ in MariaDB?

11. How does MariaDB handle concurrency control?

12. Can you explain the concept of table partitioning in MariaDB and when you might use
it?

13. How would you troubleshoot a MariaDB server that's running out of disk space?

14. What is the purpose of the InnoDB buffer pool, and how would you optimize it?

15. How does MariaDB's query cache work, and when might you disable it?

16. What are the key differences between MyISAM and InnoDB storage engines in
MariaDB?

17. How would you approach setting up MariaDB replication for high availability?

18. What tools would you use to monitor MariaDB performance, and what key metrics
would you focus on?

19. How would you implement and manage a multi-master replication setup in MariaDB?

20. Can you explain the concept of galera cluster in MariaDB and its advantages?

21. What strategies would you use to optimize MariaDB for write-heavy workloads?

22. How does MariaDB's parallel replication work, and when would you use it?

23. Can you describe the process of setting up and using MariaDB Columnstore for
analytical workloads?

24. What are the key considerations when implementing a MariaDB solution in a
containerized environment?

25. How would you approach troubleshooting replication lag in a MariaDB setup?

26. Can you explain the concept of virtual columns in MariaDB and provide a use case?

27. What are the benefits of using MariaDB's thread pool, and how would you configure it?

28. How does MariaDB handle full-text search, and what are its limitations?

29. Can you describe the process of implementing and managing data encryption at rest in
MariaDB?

30. What are the key differences between MariaDB's binlog and relay log?

31. How would you implement a rolling schema change in a production MariaDB
environment?

32. Can you explain the concept of window functions in MariaDB and provide an example
use case?

33. What are the best practices for configuring MariaDB for optimal performance on SSDs?

34. How would you approach troubleshooting a MariaDB server that has high CPU usage?

35. What steps would you take to ensure data integrity in a MariaDB database?

36. Can you describe the process of optimizing a MariaDB database for read-heavy
workloads?

37. How do you handle database schema changes in a high-availability MariaDB setup?

38. What methods would you use to secure a MariaDB database?

39. How do you approach database performance tuning in MariaDB?

40. What strategies would you use to manage a large MariaDB database with millions of
records?

41. How do you handle disaster recovery for a MariaDB database?

42. Can you explain the concept of sharding in MariaDB and when you might use it?

43. Can you explain how the MariaDB optimizer works and what role it plays in query
performance?

44. What are the common pitfalls in query optimization, and how do you avoid them in
MariaDB?

45. How would you use EXPLAIN to analyze and improve the performance of a MariaDB
query?

46. Can you discuss the impact of JOIN operations on query performance and how to
optimize them in MariaDB?

47. How do you optimize subqueries in MariaDB for better performance?

48. What are the benefits and drawbacks of using indexes in MariaDB, and how do you
decide when to create an index?

49. Can you explain the difference between query optimization and database tuning in the
context of MariaDB?

50. How would you utilize query execution plans to optimize complex queries in MariaDB?

51. What strategies do you employ for optimizing queries that involve large datasets in
MariaDB?

52. Can you describe how to use MariaDB's optimizer hints to influence query execution
plans?

53. How do you handle and optimize queries that involve sorting and grouping in MariaDB?

54. What are some best practices for writing efficient SQL queries in MariaDB to ensure
optimal performance?

55. How would you approach identifying and resolving performance bottlenecks in a
MariaDB database?

56. Can you explain the concept of query plan caching in MariaDB and its impact on
performance?

57. What strategies would you employ to optimize MariaDB for high-concurrency
environments?

58. How do you use the ANALYZE TABLE command in MariaDB, and what benefits does it
provide?

59. Can you describe the process of optimizing MariaDB configuration parameters for
better performance?

60. What role does proper data modeling play in MariaDB performance, and how would
you approach it?

61. How would you utilize MariaDB's Performance Schema to diagnose performance
issues?

62. Can you explain the concept of covering indexes in MariaDB and when to use them?

63. What strategies would you use to optimize MariaDB for a mix of OLTP and OLAP
workloads?


