62 Apache Tomcat interview questions to hire top
administrators

Questions

. Can you explain what Apache Tomcat is and its primary use?

. How do you deploy a web application on Apache Tomcat?

. Describe the directory structure of an Apache Tomcat server.

. What are the key configuration files in Apache Tomcat, and what are they used for?
. How do you configure SSL in Apache Tomcat?

. What is the difference between a server and a servlet container in Tomcat?

. How can you monitor the performance of a Tomcat server?

. Explain how to set up a JDBC DataSource on Tomcat.
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. Can you describe the process of tuning Tomcat for better performance?

10. How do you handle and troubleshoot common errors in Tomcat logs?

11. What steps would you take to secure an Apache Tomcat server?

12. How would you handle high CPU usage on a Tomcat server?

13. What is the purpose of the Tomcat Manager application and how do you use it?
14. How do you configure Tomcat to run multiple instances on a single server?

15. What are some common issues you might encounter with Tomcat, and how would you
troubleshoot them?

16. Can you explain the role of the web.xml file in a Tomcat application?

17. How would you go about upgrading an existing Tomcat installation?

18. What practices do you follow for maintaining a healthy Tomcat server environment?
19. How would you configure Tomcat to work with a reverse proxy like Apache or Nginx?

20. Explain the concept of Tomcat Realms and how you would implement database-backed
authentication.

21. What strategies would you employ to optimize Tomcat's memory usage?

22. How do you configure and use Tomcat's built-in clustering and session replication
features?

23. Describe the process of setting up Tomcat to serve multiple domains or applications on
different ports.

24. What are Tomcat Valves, and how would you use them to implement custom request
processing?

25. How would you configure Tomcat to use a custom error page for specific HTTP status
codes?

26. Explain the purpose of the context.xml file and provide an example of when you might
modify it.

27. How do you implement and configure JMX monitoring for a Tomcat server?
28. What steps would you take to diagnose and resolve Tomcat startup issues?

29. How would you configure Tomcat to work with a load balancer, ensuring session
persistence?

30. Explain the process of implementing and configuring JNDI resources in Tomcat.
31. How do you set up and use Tomcat's native library for improved performance?

32. What approaches would you use to implement graceful shutdown in a Tomcat
environment?

33. How would you configure Tomcat to handle large file uploads efficiently?

34. Can you explain the purpose of Tomcat's MBeans and how you would use them in
monitoring and managing a Tomcat server?

35. Describe how you would configure Tomcat's Access Log Valve for detailed request
logging.

36. How would you handle session persistence and failover in a clustered Tomcat
environment?

37. What strategies would you use to diagnose and resolve memory leaks in a Tomcat
server?

38. Can you explain the role of the Valve architecture in Tomcat and provide examples of its
practical use?

39. How do you ensure that a web application deployed on Tomcat is highly available and
scalable?

40. What steps would you take to secure a Tomcat server in a production environment?
41. How would you configure Tomcat to use a custom thread pool?

42. Explain the process of setting up a reverse proxy with Tomcat using mod_jk.

43. What steps would you take to implement single sign-on (SSO) in Tomcat?

44. How do you configure Tomcat to work with multiple instances of the same application?

45. Describe the process of setting up a Tomcat server to use an external session store like
Redis.

46. How would you implement rate limiting for incoming requests in Tomcat?
47. Explain how you would configure Tomcat to use a custom ClassLoader.

48. What approach would you take to implement hot deployment of web applications in
Tomcat?

49. How do you configure Tomcat to use non-blocking I/0 (NIO) connectors?
50. Describe the process of implementing a custom Realm for authentication in Tomcat.
51. How would you configure Tomcat to use a CDN for serving static content?

52. Explain how you would set up Tomcat to use multiple JVM instances for better resource
utilization.

53. Describe a time when you had to troubleshoot a performance issue on a Tomcat server.
What steps did you take?

54. How would you handle a situation where the Tomcat server suddenly stops responding
during peak traffic hours?

55. Explain a scenario where you had to configure Tomcat to support a high-availability
environment. What were the key considerations?

56. Share an example of a time you had to migrate a web application to a newer version of
Tomcat. What challenges did you encounter and how did you overcome them?

57. Describe your approach to implementing a new security protocol on an existing Tomcat
server without causing downtime.

58. Imagine you are tasked with integrating Tomcat with an external logging service. How
would you approach this task?

59. How would you manage a situation where multiple Tomcat instances need to share
session data across different servers?



