
61 Sybase IQ (SAP IQ) Interview Questions to Ask Your
Applicants

Questions

1. Can you explain the key differences between Sybase IQ and traditional relational
databases?

2. What is the purpose of column-oriented storage in Sybase IQ, and how does it affect
query performance?

3. Describe how you would optimize a query in Sybase IQ. What tools or techniques would
you use?

4. How does Sybase IQ handle data compression, and what benefits does this provide?

5. Can you discuss the process of loading data into Sybase IQ? What methods do you
prefer?

6. What are the common indexing strategies used in Sybase IQ, and how do they improve
performance?

7. Explain how you can implement security measures in Sybase IQ to protect sensitive data.

8. How would you troubleshoot a performance issue in a Sybase IQ environment?

9. Can you give an example of a complex report you created using Sybase IQ? What
challenges did you face?

10. What role do statistics play in query optimization in Sybase IQ, and how do you manage
them?

11. Can you explain the concept of multiplex in Sybase IQ and its benefits?

12. How would you go about monitoring and managing disk space in a Sybase IQ
environment?

13. What strategies would you use to optimize query performance in Sybase IQ?

14. How does Sybase IQ handle concurrency and locking?

15. Describe the process of creating and managing user-defined functions (UDFs) in
Sybase IQ.

16. How would you approach backup and recovery planning for a Sybase IQ database?

17. What are the key considerations when designing a data model for Sybase IQ?

18. How do you handle data consistency and integrity in a Sybase IQ environment?

19. How do you approach performance tuning in Sybase IQ, and which metrics do you
monitor regularly?

20. Can you explain the difference between temporary tables and global temporary tables
in Sybase IQ?

21. What are the implications of using partitioning in Sybase IQ, and when would you
recommend it?

22. How would you manage and maintain SQL script libraries in Sybase IQ?

23. Can you discuss the role of the SAP IQ Database Engine in data warehousing?

24. What techniques do you use to ensure high availability in a Sybase IQ environment?

25. How do you handle version control for your scripts and database schema in Sybase IQ?

26. What strategies would you employ for effective data archiving in Sybase IQ?

27. Can you provide an example of how you have used stored procedures to enhance
functionality in Sybase IQ?

28. How do you manage user roles and permissions in Sybase IQ to ensure compliance?

29. Describe your experience with Sybase IQ's integration with other SAP tools and
platforms.

30. What are some common pitfalls to avoid when working with Sybase IQ, based on your
experience?

31. How do you utilize Sybase IQ's built-in reporting capabilities to generate insights?

32. What challenges have you faced in migrating data into Sybase IQ, and how did you
overcome them?

33. How would you explain the concept of virtual tables in Sybase IQ to a non-technical
stakeholder?

34. How would you identify performance bottlenecks in a Sybase IQ environment?

35. What strategies would you use to improve query performance in Sybase IQ?

36. How would you approach the task of updating statistics in Sybase IQ?

37. What role does data partitioning play in Sybase IQ performance tuning?

38. How do you handle high concurrency and manage locking in a Sybase IQ environment?

39. What are the key considerations when designing indexes for performance in Sybase IQ?

40. How would you go about monitoring and tuning disk I/O performance in Sybase IQ?

41. How does Sybase IQ's column-based architecture benefit data warehousing
operations?

42. Explain the concept of star schema and how it's implemented in Sybase IQ.

43. What is the significance of slowly changing dimensions in data warehousing, and how
are they handled in Sybase IQ?

44. Describe the ETL process in Sybase IQ and how it differs from traditional databases.

45. How does Sybase IQ support real-time data warehousing?

46. Explain the concept of data marts and their relationship with data warehouses in Sybase
IQ.

47. How does Sybase IQ handle historical data and time-based analysis?

48. What are the advantages of using materialized views in Sybase IQ for data
warehousing?

49. How does Sybase IQ support OLAP operations?

50. Explain the concept of data granularity and its importance in Sybase IQ data
warehousing.

51. How does Sybase IQ handle data quality and cleansing in a data warehousing context?

52. Describe the role of metadata in Sybase IQ data warehousing and how it's managed.

53. You've noticed a significant slowdown in query performance over the past week. How
would you investigate and resolve this issue?

54. A critical report is taking hours to run instead of minutes. What steps would you take to
optimize its performance?

55. You need to implement a new security policy that restricts access to sensitive data. How
would you approach this in Sybase IQ?

56. The business team wants to add a new data source to the warehouse. How would you
plan and execute this integration?

57. You're tasked with improving the backup strategy for a large Sybase IQ database. What
factors would you consider and what changes might you propose?

58. A user reports inconsistent results from a query they run daily. How would you
troubleshoot this issue?


