
58 Cognos interview questions to assess analysts

Questions

1. What is IBM Cognos and what are its primary components?

2. Can you explain what a data model is in IBM Cognos Framework Manager?

3. What are the benefits of using IBM Cognos for business intelligence?

4. How would you handle performance issues in IBM Cognos reports?

5. What is a Cognos Namespace and why is it important?

6. How do you create and manage a dashboard in IBM Cognos?

7. Can you explain the difference between Cognos Report Studio and Query Studio?

8. What is the role of Cognos Administration in managing a Cognos environment?

9. How do you ensure data accuracy and consistency in IBM Cognos reports?

10. What are the key steps involved in migrating reports from one Cognos environment to
another?

11. How can you use IBM Cognos to create a report from a data source?

12. What is the purpose of filters in IBM Cognos reports, and how do you apply them?

13. Can you describe the steps to schedule a report in IBM Cognos?

14. What types of data visualizations can you create in IBM Cognos dashboards?

15. How do you manage user permissions and roles in IBM Cognos?

16. What are some common challenges you might face while using IBM Cognos, and how
would you address them?

17. How can you utilize prompts in IBM Cognos reports to enhance user interaction?

18. What is the difference between a calculated field and a summary field in IBM Cognos?

19. Can you explain how to perform data sorting and grouping in Cognos reports?

20. How do you approach troubleshooting a report that is not displaying the expected
data?

21. Can you explain the concept of 'drill-through' in IBM Cognos and its significance?

22. How would you set up data security in IBM Cognos to ensure sensitive information is
protected?

23. Describe your approach to creating a complex report in IBM Cognos.

24. How do you handle version control for Cognos reports and data models?

25. Can you explain the role of metadata in IBM Cognos and how you manage it?

26. How do you optimize IBM Cognos reports for better performance?

27. What steps do you take to ensure the accuracy of data in your Cognos reports?

28. How do you handle user feedback and change requests for Cognos reports?

29. Can you explain the use of macros in IBM Cognos and provide an example of when you
used one?

30. What strategies do you use for testing and validating Cognos reports before
deployment?

31. How do you create a report layout in IBM Cognos that meets specific business
requirements?

32. Can you explain the process of using conditional formatting in IBM Cognos reports?

33. How do you modify an existing report in Cognos to add new data visualizations?

34. What are some best practices for designing user-friendly reports in IBM Cognos?

35. Can you describe how to implement advanced calculations in your reports using
Cognos?

36. How do you utilize the data items in a report to enhance its informational value?

37. What strategies do you employ to optimize report execution times in Cognos?

38. Can you explain how to use the report authoring tools in IBM Cognos to create a multi-
page report?

39. How do you incorporate external data sources into Cognos reports?

40. What techniques do you apply to ensure that reports are responsive across different
devices?

41. Can you describe how to use prompts effectively to filter report data?

42. How do you manage report versioning and ensure stakeholders have access to the
latest reports?

43. Can you explain the difference between a star schema and a snowflake schema in IBM
Cognos?

44. How would you approach creating a time dimension in IBM Cognos Framework
Manager?

45. What is a conformed dimension in IBM Cognos, and why is it important?

46. How do you handle slowly changing dimensions (SCDs) in IBM Cognos?

47. What is the purpose of a bridge table in IBM Cognos data modeling?

48. How do you ensure data consistency across different data marts in IBM Cognos?

49. What is the role of determinant relationships in IBM Cognos Framework Manager?

50. How do you handle ragged or unbalanced hierarchies in IBM Cognos?

51. Describe a time when you had to troubleshoot a Cognos report issue. What steps did
you take?

52. Can you give an example of how you used IBM Cognos to support a business decision?

53. How have you handled a situation where a report you created in Cognos was not
meeting the client's expectations?

54. Explain a scenario where you had to integrate external data sources into a Cognos
report. What challenges did you face and how did you overcome them?

55. How do you ensure that IBM Cognos reports are user-friendly and meet the needs of
non-technical stakeholders?


