
101 Splunk Interview Questions to Hire Top Engineers

Questions

1. What is Splunk, in simple terms?

2. Can you describe the typical Splunk workflow?

3. What are the main components of Splunk's architecture?

4. What types of data can Splunk ingest?

5. How do you add data to Splunk?

6. What is an index in Splunk?

7. Explain the difference between a forwarder and an indexer.

8. What is a search head?

9. What is the purpose of Splunk's search processing language (SPL)?

10. Give a basic example of an SPL search query.

11. What is a field in Splunk?

12. How can you extract fields from your data in Splunk?

13. What are tags and how are they useful?

14. What are event types, and why would you use them?

15. What is a dashboard in Splunk?

16. How do you create a simple dashboard?

17. What are reports in Splunk?

18. Can you explain the difference between real-time search and historical search?

19. How can you schedule a report to run automatically?

20. What is a Splunk app?

21. How do you install an app in Splunk?

22. What are lookups in Splunk?

23. How can you use lookups to enrich your data?

24. What is the purpose of the Splunk Common Information Model (CIM)?

25. What is the difference between transforming and non-transforming commands?

26. What is the purpose of using wildcards in Splunk searches?

27. What are some best practices for writing efficient Splunk searches?

28. How can you troubleshoot common Splunk issues, like data not being ingested?

29. Explain what role-based access control means in Splunk.

30. How would you handle a situation where Splunk is ingesting duplicate logs, and what
steps would you take to identify the source of the duplication and prevent it from happening
again?

31. Can you explain the difference between a transforming search and a non-transforming
search in Splunk, and provide an example of when you would use each?

32. Describe your experience with creating and managing Splunk knowledge objects such
as field extractions, event types, and tags. How do these objects improve the search
experience and data quality?

33. Explain how you would use Splunk's Common Information Model (CIM) to normalize
data from different sources, and what are the benefits of doing so?

34. How do you monitor the health and performance of a Splunk environment, including
indexers, search heads, and forwarders? What metrics are most important to track?

35. Describe a time when you had to troubleshoot a slow-running Splunk search. What
steps did you take to identify the bottleneck and improve performance?

36. Explain how you would use Splunk's alerting capabilities to detect security threats or
operational issues, and what best practices do you follow when creating alerts?

37. Can you describe the process of setting up a distributed Splunk environment, including
considerations for indexer clustering and search head pooling?

38. How would you use Splunk to analyze network traffic data, such as NetFlow or packet
captures, to identify potential security threats or performance bottlenecks?

39. Describe your experience with using Splunk's Machine Learning Toolkit (MLTK) to build
predictive models or detect anomalies in data.

40. Explain how you would use Splunk to audit user activity and access to sensitive data,
and what compliance requirements can Splunk help address?

41. Can you describe the different types of Splunk licenses and how they impact the
functionality and performance of the platform?

42. How would you use Splunk to analyze web server logs to identify website performance
issues, security threats, or user behavior patterns?

43. Describe your experience with integrating Splunk with other security tools, such as
SIEMs, firewalls, or intrusion detection systems.

44. Explain how you would use Splunk to create dashboards and reports to visualize key
performance indicators (KPIs) and trends for different stakeholders.

45. How do you approach optimizing Splunk search queries for efficiency, especially when
dealing with large datasets or complex logic?

46. Explain your understanding of data retention policies in Splunk and how you would
implement them to manage storage costs and compliance requirements.

47. Describe a situation where you had to create a custom Splunk app. What were the
challenges, and how did you overcome them?

48. Explain the importance of using field extractions and how they contribute to more
efficient searching and analysis in Splunk.

49. How would you use Splunk to monitor and troubleshoot issues related to cloud-based
infrastructure, such as AWS or Azure?

50. How would you optimize a Splunk search that is running slowly, and what tools would
you use to identify the bottleneck?

51. Describe a complex Splunk search you've built, detailing the problem it solved, the
techniques you used, and any challenges you overcame.

52. Explain how you would implement a data retention policy in Splunk to manage storage
costs and ensure compliance.

53. What are the key considerations when designing a Splunk deployment for high
availability and disaster recovery?

54. How can you use Splunk's machine learning capabilities to detect anomalies in your
data, and what are the limitations?

55. Discuss your experience with Splunk's Common Information Model (CIM) and how it
can be used to normalize data from different sources.

56. How would you troubleshoot a situation where Splunk is not indexing data as expected,
and what steps would you take to resolve the issue?

57. Explain how you can use Splunk's REST API to integrate with other systems and
automate tasks.

58. Describe how you would set up role-based access control in Splunk to ensure that users
only have access to the data they need.

59. How can you use Splunk dashboards to visualize key performance indicators (KPIs) and
track trends over time?

60. Discuss your experience with Splunk's alerting capabilities and how you would
configure alerts to respond to critical events.

61. How would you use Splunk to investigate a security incident, and what types of
searches would you run to identify the root cause?

62. Explain how you can use Splunk's transaction command to group related events
together and analyze them as a single unit.

63. Describe how you would use Splunk to monitor the performance of a web application,
and what metrics would you track?

64. How can you use Splunk's lookup tables to enrich your data with additional information,
and what are the benefits?

65. Discuss your experience with Splunk's data onboarding process, including how you
would configure inputs and sourcetypes.

66. How would you use Splunk to comply with regulatory requirements, such as GDPR or
HIPAA?

67. Explain how you can use Splunk's correlation searches to identify complex patterns of
behavior across multiple data sources.

68. Describe how you would use Splunk to monitor the health and performance of your
Splunk deployment itself.

69. How can you use Splunk's SDKs to develop custom applications that integrate with
Splunk?

70. Discuss your experience with Splunk's cloud platform, including its advantages and
disadvantages compared to on-premises deployments.

71. Explain how you would use Splunk to predict future trends based on historical data, and
what techniques would you use?

72. How would you optimize a Splunk search that is performing poorly, and what tools or
techniques would you use to identify the bottleneck?

73. Describe a complex Splunk deployment scenario you've designed, considering factors
like high availability, disaster recovery, and scalability.

74. Explain how you would implement a custom alert in Splunk that triggers based on a
specific anomaly detected in the data.

75. What are the key considerations when designing a data onboarding strategy for a large,
diverse set of data sources in Splunk?

76. How would you troubleshoot a Splunk indexer cluster that is experiencing performance
issues or data loss?

77. Describe your experience with using the Splunk REST API to automate tasks or integrate
with other systems.

78. Explain how you would use Splunk's machine learning capabilities to detect and predict
security threats or anomalies.

79. What are the best practices for managing Splunk knowledge objects, such as
dashboards, reports, and saved searches, in a large organization?

80. How would you implement a role-based access control (RBAC) model in Splunk to
ensure that users only have access to the data they need?

81. Describe your experience with using Splunk's Common Information Model (CIM) to
normalize data from different sources.

82. How would you design a Splunk dashboard to provide real-time insights into the
performance of a critical application or system?

83. Explain how you would use Splunk to investigate a security incident, such as a data
breach or malware infection.

84. What are the key considerations when upgrading a Splunk environment to a newer
version, and how would you mitigate potential risks?

85. How would you use Splunk to monitor the health and performance of your own Splunk
infrastructure?

86. Describe your experience with using Splunk's SDKs to develop custom applications or
integrations.

87. Explain how you would use Splunk to comply with regulatory requirements, such as PCI
DSS or HIPAA.

88. What are the best practices for writing efficient and effective Splunk search queries?

89. How would you design a Splunk solution to address a specific business problem or use
case?

90. Describe your experience with using Splunk's data enrichment capabilities to add
context to your data.

91. Explain how you would use Splunk to monitor and analyze network traffic data.

92. What are the different types of Splunk licenses, and how do they impact your
deployment?

93. How would you troubleshoot a Splunk search that is returning incorrect or incomplete
results?

94. Describe your experience with using Splunk's modular inputs to collect data from
custom sources.

95. Explain how you would use Splunk to monitor and analyze cloud-based infrastructure
and services.

96. What are the key considerations when choosing between different Splunk deployment
options, such as on-premises, cloud, or hybrid?

97. How would you use Splunk to predict future trends or events based on historical data?

98. Describe your experience with using Splunk's advanced search commands and
functions.

99. Explain how you would use Splunk to automate incident response workflows.

100. What are the best practices for securing a Splunk environment against unauthorized
access and data breaches?


